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In 2005, Casella Waste Systems President Jim Bohlig stated that the Lewiston's River Road
landfill could become a  "fairly reasonable replacement" for the company's MERC incinerator
in Biddeford. At the time, MERC was burning about 600 million pounds a year of waste, with
over half of it trucked in from out of state.

In 2012, Casella Vice President Brian Oliver commented that “The Lewiston area offers
significant recycling growth, as well as becoming a recycling hub for other Maine
communities,” explaining "It's a perfect site, access-wise.”

Over 90% of all the waste brought by Casella to the company's KTI construction & demolition
debris (CDD) processing facility on Plourde Parkway in Lewiston was imported from out-of-
state, according to 2011 reports. KTI sells a portion of the the CDD to biomass facilities which
receive Renewable Energy Credits for burning CDD as “Biomass.” 

The remaining waste is dumped in the State-owned, Casella-operated JRL dump in Old Town.
When Casella took over operations of  the dump they claimed that only Maine waste was
allowed. Soon after, the company lobbied for changes to Maine's waste laws, resulting in
“Maine waste” being defined as any waste processed in Maine. 

KTI “processes” out-of-state waste and turns it into Maine waste, eligible to dump in the State
landfill.

Casella's five year plan as explained in 2007 called for the closure of the company's MERC
incinerator in Biddeford, and for much of that waste to go instead to KTI, Lewiston's city-
owned dump, as well as the JRL dump in Old Town. That plan was rejected by the Lewiston
City Council. 

Now, five years later and with a new Council, Casella is trying again.

In July 2012, the Biddeford City Council voted to pay Casella $6.65 million, allowing the City
to buy and shut down the MERC incinerator. In order to close MERC, Casella must find other
locations to send the waste it was contracted to burn in Biddeford. The company is currently
seeking approval for major expansion of the JRL dump and permission to send municipal solid
waste from MERC to Old Town. The plan is being challenged by numerous Maine towns and
small waste contractors concerned about the effects of Casella expansion.

At the same time, Casella is seeking a 30-year contract with the Lewiston to take over the city's



recycling transfer station, build a single-stream recycling facility and lease land at Lewiston's
River Road landfill. The contract would allow Casella to process 90 million pounds of “mixed
recyclable” waste a year. 


